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Plans To Pros@eehiey

Ramsey0s pay offasoneei seribus debts. We
Peace  University. were so happy to be able to use
The course taught our tax refund toward debt pay-
us how to budget ment. We felt we were doing the
and how to priori- right thing by not using that
tize our debts and money toward a Disney vacation,

Whenever a year
comes to a close, |

Slike to think over §
the events that
occurred and take
stock of my life.

What have | pay them off. The for which the children had blood-
learned? How have mantra by which we ied their knees begging. Further-

| grown? Have | accomplishedwere to live, according to Mr. more we had a savings account
anything of value? 2009 flew byRa ms ey , was t o that iboasted Imork éhannlocevep n e

like a whirlwind, and yet, was else in order to one day live like had in a savings account before.
filed with many peaks and val-n o one el se. o We folmweld ¢he plan camddtise,
leydi as if the Rocky Mountains work the plan to pay debts off, plan was working. Now we could
were ripped from their founda- including mortgage and car pay-grow and prosper our family.
tions, spun around on the Al- ments, live on a spartan b”dget‘Then, May 9, Dwight lost his job.
mi ghtyds i nvi si 8ol rot tdké wagatons or @u"dThesnfaﬁimum pay out for unem-
down again backwards. chase anything unnecessarily “ntibloyment is 55% of your salary,

Without boring anyone into a 2l the debts are paid off, and one g, o\ income was cut in half.

long winterds faypyou wildind yoprself debt e o the savings account
share one of tf_rﬁ_el asnd ak'/ 0PN gfter Bais'i]deplete rapidly in order to pay

events. In January, Dwight, my!Ving expenses are paid, will bey, e pasic living expenses. Now,
husband, and | were blessed withSN€€" Profit. After just one {0 o nave peen in this situation

; two months, we were able to
the opportunity to take Dave continued on page 2

From My Heart BpeYOriisholc

Many of you have heard me 1. When hurt, forgive asap Whenever | am tempted to hold a
speak and write often of my I will never forget the time at Irene'grudge, | think of you.

mother for she is example and  home when you were sick and | 2. Be gentle and soft -spoken
mentor. As you read this, her life found you up in your room crying. Rarely did | ever hear a harsh word
hangs by a thread. Before her lastYou had endured harsh words andfrom your lips. Oh yes, there were

surgery, | sat down and wrote were struggling to forgive. When | the times that | had provoked you

her the ten lessons | have asked you what was wrong, you 54 you had a reprimand for me.
Iegrned from her. | share them sgld, "l have to forgive now so thatAnd at times your voice held frustra
with you here... bitterness and hurt do not grow."

continued on page 2



continued from Ashley

before. Numerous times, in l'iving ol i ke n andsametimeslewerduringi nc e

fact. | know how God pro- the days of Noah (or so it felt). family supper, | voiced my

vides. Never, for a moment, Obviously, God saw it benefi- frustration and aggravation.

did | doubt that God would cial that we continue to live Why doesndt God, eve
help us and see us through. tightly, day to day on total us to get ahead? Ar.

But that wasn?ofathmy i ssue. My supposed to be good stewards

issue was why? ARG iHri‘ 2 B/(; ra%réﬁ tiog OUfs iMOINEN{Ta Aren 0
we doing everything right? felt like that phrase was so posed to teach our children

Dwight had lost his job the overused. So spiritualized. | how to handle money? To

year before. And two years was angry. | can admit that teach our children how to

before that. It takes a lot of now that the whole world is walk in faith for our basic

time to recuperate financially reading about my spiritual needs? We don6t, go |

from job loss. We have been  (qiies. During my cavetime, continued on page 4

continued from Burkholder

tion because of work but the ruldrom family and even caused yoour teachers and house parents,
of thumb was quiet, gentle and to miss special family moments.not just because we had to, but
soft. | have tried to copy you. Even so, you tried to talk to me because we were learning to

3. Get off my gf,‘,?ri s&hﬂol qs(%yrdgyé)lg madeultimately obey God. This lesson
You recognized the sin of pride #‘.lclear when it was time to get has helped guide my own parent-
my life. Those times when | back to work on the task God ing.

thought my way was best or thaf'ad given you. 9. Die to self, crucify the

I was right, you called me 6. Obey God, even to the flesh This was perhaps the

on it. From you, | learned ends of the earth Literally, strongest lesson | learned from
that a "better than thou" you demonstrated this lesson toyou. Daily dying to what | want
attitude is unattractive andme. Your obedience took you toand allowing the Spirit to change
displeasing to God. all sorts of strange and uncom- my desires to reflect His will is an
fortable places and yet you ongoing process which you first

4. Do not disgrace the ) bt
obeyed. Through it all | saw thatinstilled in me.

Lord Your prayer all ; o '
these years that your chil- obeying GOd_ 1S f'ijoyfyl, fulfiling 15 Finish the job If | started
dren would not disgrace 2nd Very satisfying thing to do. 5 gject, you encouraged me to
the name of the Lord stuck”ANd obviously the right thing 1o giqh it 1o not give up. This also
with me. | was naturally a do. applies to whatever God has

child that wanted to please7. God is sufficient Notonly asked me to do. The tricky part is
but your words taught me that itdid you say this phrase over andrying to determine what God has
is ultimately God that | should over again, but you lived it out. lasked me to. | have to combine
please. | am his representative saw how He supplied our physi-this lesson with the "high horse"
and what | say and do can eithecal needs as well as our emo- lesson because | sometimes think
bring honor or disgrace to His tional needs. This was one of th&od has asked me to do every-

name. lessons | didn't truly learn for  thing when in fact | may be just
5. Serve my family but myself until | was older, but yourthe "waterer" when someone else
serve God first Your selfless words stayed with me. was the "planter" and someone

service to Dad and to us kids wa Obeying earthly author- else will be the "harvester".

obvious. However, your service ity teaches us to obey God Thank you, Mom, for these
God came first. It took you awayYou taught us to obey you and lessons. | will always love you.



Fat

Edit or ds
wrote this touching
article around
Fat her 6s
past year; however,
I think it is very
appropriate to be
shared in our
newsletter this
Christmas season.
Christmas is a time
of celebration

the birth of our
Savior; a time of
making merry with
family members,
children laughing,
babies being
passed from
person to person.
Itis a time of
forgiveness,
reformation,
reconciliation, and,
above all, hope. If
your Christmas
isndt the
Rockwell painting
to which we all
aspire, please
remember that
when faced with
insurmountable
circumstances,
Mary was assured
by the angel
Gabriel in Luke 1

t hat owi t hsheywjaye agd, therefore, my dad

things are
possi bl e.

- dad. He will tell you that he

hbgit séhesdt D ay

O0Honor your f at h emfiedto fgh ip the\detnamar. t o my momds husband,

6:2). God commands children to He flew helicopter over enemy sits in front of the TV most of the

honor their dads territdy ta tesciefl2 men, dre atc otime while my mom wants to go do

plicated? What ifa yowme.d&deédbwasndvarmhi megrsgo! bde whoos al
N qurd, either with his presence or gone for a long time, though, and  there for my mom, sister, and me.

emotional |l y? Do e snissedtdethisth of eswnly bloed  And, of course, | send one to my

change based on our circum- related daughter. When he re- dad. | usually send a funny card to
D%{%rﬂcest? hi's turned, he was a different man. He him, too. | never knew how to

woul d yell at me communicatedwittdhmdso | nevart i n

| was not taught to honor my fa- ) o ; i
ther. | stood in a phone booth, timely manner or finish what was  sent him a meaningful one. | never

holding my mothe P plate, Lopking, lﬁack,hl @eﬂi%e’saw any cards that described us

while she courageously called my that was from his military experi- accurately. As | was looking at the

dad at work to inform him we had  €NCes- At the age of 6, though, that many choices Americans are privi-

packed up the mobile home we was devastatingto me. | fearedhim| eged t o peruse ever
lived in, and had it hauled away to a most of the time, though he never a card to purchase, | suddenly had a

downtown mobile home park. My hit me. He would go outside and God moment . Qotdds | a
dad built a house on the land our  Put@ dent in a tree instead. He was change based on circumstances. |
mobile home was moved from. He interested in me later on when | started to pray about which cards |

was older and fun to take outto a  should send them this year. The

sports bar or dance club. He had a mushy one with the little girl danc-
opretty young thiimgdé oon dlaidd ydrsmt ared
he liked that. And | enjoyed atten- was the generic card devoid of any

tion from my dad. Overtheyears f eel i ng. God reminde
| dve seen hi s he aheChrigianthdret Speak light into we 6 r
so far apart and on such different  the darkness. Speak into existence

paths that it will take a miracleto what i sndt. 6 This ye
actually have a father/daughter rela- husband received a card from me

tionship before one of us dies. | do that was hearfelt, about how he

believe in miracles, and am hopeful makes the world a better place.

had it in livable condition and my
mom waited until it was. On the
advice of a friend, who recently
went through the same thing, Mom
made sure to leave two of every-
thing he would need: 2 plates, 2 of
every utensil, some pans to cook
with. As you might guess, her
phone call was received by a very
angry and hurt man. At the age of
17, I was indifferent to the split

because, really, | was tired of the that one day that will happen. The man is mostly a grump!_ A
w:g ?f H%mony in our house. | These dZ.in, Yvhen Wg VIS.It, | do stretch? Ye§. Spea}k into existence
wasngt sad, eXCeFBh{nkhpgpylng](a%lnIH:;.)ﬁeartISwhat isnét. | thanke

mom was sufferin 5o,ftenigqq,@ndf rea\uyaagpﬁe(aalle being there for us, which is_th_e
glad or relieved. By then | was just that. He recently made attending  truth. Of course, | had to slip in

numb. Because | was with my momOUr ¢ irl s hand tanethirgg fuony about histgrdll: a
| didndt hear my Py Reanddis yifg willdive ¢ oMagy, wour grill make
when he was around was anger. hours to see them play, have dinnerhambur ger s. 6 My mot h
That just scared o%\gltp us andjthen drive home! s  Christian, called me to thank me
want to be with him. That is a huge deal to me, and it hasfor the really nice card and senti-

given me more hope! ment. My mom, sister, and | pray
for him to receive Christ. This
Fat herds Day, I trie
light which, by the way, both melt
hearts of ice.

My dad came from a loving home,

but his dad di dn &Q{ecapgaCiistanahoutsSyears

after my mom and dad divorced.
My mom remarried and so did my
dad. It has taken over 20 years for
me to learn something. This year ~ For my dad, | found just the right

my mother did (every time you see God spoke to my heart the week sentimgnt. H'e adopted me when I

him!), and he says that he loves me’b ef ore Father 6s [asylittlelgirl, whewteynarried e nd a

but he didnot re&Bry ERoROAHw MY dngmomaHednoughy enaughobnse
husband. Usually | send a funny one

never really learned how to be a

changed more diapers on me than

show it. Furthermore, he was continued on page 5



Looking at Trees by Wariteulri

Bare and broken they stand,

Witnesses to winterds cruel wrath
Yet in these sturdy trunks and swaying hands

Is the eternal promise of new life, beauty, and death,

Part of a million hopes within, in these

Gaunt and starftike frames,

Things will change, they have a way with them that do,

All around a multitude of things, needed to be done,

But this moment must come first.

God was teaching me
something about
hi msel f. He
to hurt me. He was
working on plans of
hope, plans to give me
and my family a future

and to prosper us.

This acknowledgement of natureds way,

An inner Praise of Him who made it all.

continued from Ashley

after those needs like the happen. | felt more likelwas bi rt hday presents
0ot her people. eBagk dii m ek a re u-pdrties, €ics Weuihave nopacca-n d
ary, we made a conscious deci-wai t . 6 Je @ mi a mul&ed any dew debts since

sion to live on a tight budgetin k now t he pl ans wepaidaeffalethofednrthey ou, 6

cl

f

order to acquireasavingsand decl ar es t he L @arlgspringh Aréwerfusthet o pr os -

to pay off debt. Now, after per you and not to harm you, ahead? No. Are we behind?

May 9, we were living on a plansto giveyouhopeanda Not at al | . I'tds am:
tight budget because we abso- futureThat | i ne 0 pall worked out.Absplutety s -

lutely had to inordertolive.]| per you and n o mhothingshdrtaframiragcle, u 6

felt that what we were teach-  kept sticking with me. God which is how, | think, God likes

ing our children was there is  was teaching me something  to operate.
Wa sp8 R4l redsntto sacrifice. To about hi msel f . | A8 tell g il anf &hy-

scrimp and save is a waste of to hurt me. He was working one else who will listen. that

time because there is abso- on plans of hope, plans to give this isndt a story
lutely no guarantee of the fu- me and my family a future and anyway. Not really. This is a

ture. Scrimp and save for to prosper us. Just like | story about God. God in the

what? To live a fantastic life in wanted our family to prosper, year 2009 at the Ashley resi-

your older years when all so did He. But when God dence. Thereds a

other peers are in dire straits? wants us to prosper, He does- .+ God every day, in every
Thereisno guarantee ofthat, ndt al ways meanR, daNrbsbifie uﬁg\%r‘gek
Mr. Ramsay. God may have  account. In fact, rarely.

And when God is glorified, the
other plans.

What can | tell my children Ashley residence experiences
It was a tough pill for me to now, December 2009? | can  the fringe benefits.

swallow. Fortunately, no one tell them Daddy always had How will we begin 20102 Well,
called me or sent me acard  just enough side work to get we have been blessed with a
saying, OHi s g wusatlreaughiVee alsvay$ Had c in@v\FaElditign to our home: a

| think | would have had an enough money when we St. Bernard puppy. And Dwight
implosion. needed it to be able to pay for starts his new job early Janu-

God didnot reallMPS€el®Xt h&Swn B ARwWBBdStol gt bal 1.

He allowed what happened to school pictures, school clothes, begun.

mi



continued from Scheidt

to give me his name. | thanked him on Prince Street in Lancaster City, what | had to say, he said to me,

for being there for me then, andfor 0 Angry, Young anodYPaoadr e alfpemsarsta @ae 100
coming to my aid sometimes when angry, young person livingonmy t el | me this.dé6 Look at that! Go
| was a foolish young adult. | called own. When he contacted me, | already working in his life before |
him on Father 6s Dveote backalsvaslfeeliad reballipss sdicbanything to him! Wow! He
The amount of appreciation he toward my dad (the one | grew up then went on to say that it was
showed for that card was over the  with) and used this opportunity to, probably something he was going to
top. It meant so much to him to in my heart, get back at him. With  pursue. | prayed for him continually.
read those wor ds .onellefievte mychbmlogical fatber, it We talked two more times before
realize that my dad would like to was out of my system. | never he died. | would always cry after
have a relationship with me, but he wrote to him again. After many our conversations. | wanted him to
just doesndt kno weatsdweaatadrtadgetine¢odch with be saved so we could finally have a
both busy. my halfbrothers and hailbister. | real relationship up in heaven, re-
. Jesus taught us
You may be wondering about my wanted to meet my father, because store what was lost. His last words that with our
birth father. They married and had by then | was a mature Christan t o me, through hi tongue we speak wer e,
me, but my mom was not ready for and wanted to make surehewas | ove you, our dau blessings, and wit t he
marriage then. When | was around ok. Twelve years ago, we wentto  day he was buried, | called the fam- the same tongue,
2 years old, my mom and bloed Yosemite National Park in Califor- ily out in Texas when | knew they we speak curses
related dad wer e nia 9n\;ie‘)ap1i[y ga&a.tion.ll <f‘,alle9 rHyungde@II be together, and talked (James 3:10).
counting, momds B&ELARUhYESi dg dd dn withegnyamevThe fast peisinh u n Wwhat could kind,
times. | never remembered him. I reached someone. It was my half talked with was his surviving Catho-  yplifting words do
However, around my 1% birthday, brother, Eddy. We arranged to lic wife. She said, through her tears, in the cold hearts
my mom came to me and told me meet in San Francisco. My other  that she wanted me to know that of unbelievers,
that the man | have grown up be- haltbrother, Philip, came too. My  he did accept God before he died. | those we were
lieving was my dad was not. | felt halfsister, Veronica, wasnotable have so much hope prayingfor?d s i n
like the rug of stability was pulled to come. Sheds s thaaveh right hoes, waiting tp see n e | Celeprate the
out from under me. Of course, havenot met . T h a tme thveestooon We dne s - good things your
how does a 12yearold handle such day of that week. On Friday, | was Jesus taught us that with our father has done_, Co
news? Would it have been better ~ 2PI€ t0 meet my father for the first 0,6 \ve speak blessings, and with even if itds
to tell me this 479 WemeynFiesno. | Wagsos e eame tongue, we speak curses st;]etcr;. Everyone
this is something my parents will nervous, | whacked my Ch'n with (James 3:10). What could kind, thas one;or:g
ponder forever. Mom told me, the car door as | was getting out iting words do in the cold " g?ﬂerlrl]ifels
impulsively, without my dad know- and closing it. Itleft areal pretty o414 of unbelievers, those we '
ing she was going to tell me. My ~ PUMP! He was so afraid. | was were praying for? Celebrate the
dad (that | grew up with) agonized '0aded with forgiveness. When | 4,4 things your father has done,
for 2 years about how he was going Said what | came to say, hiswhole o, ¢ 3 {'f jt5s a stretch. Everyon
to tell me this, only to find out | countenance changed! He was S0 gone something good in his or her
already knew. Obviously, he was ~ Woried I grew up thinking he was iz, vo, are the Christian here. If
angry, which is understandable. | some kind of monster. | told h'm_ I you grew up dancing on your fa-
wasnot an outgoi fd 4Ot P! amegihd Math@tr 68" YbRisNI ¢t hRAL rejoice. 1 n t
have the kind of relationship with ~ nappened. Ifthere was anythinghe o, 45 of Amy Grant, oHeds been
dad that | could just sit on his lap, ~felthe did wrong, Iforgave him.He 4 o y |y good to you! 6 If you are

cry, and tell him that | knew what ~ €nded up intears. Years later, he ., married to a wonderful dad to
called me to tell me he was dying.

happened. | withdrew and shied o your kids, like | am, praise God for
away. He ha::‘ tqu(()jrs in his heacliq. I His amazing love for you! God has
) ] prayed for God to give me the ; ;
Back to my biological father. He il  sharing the G | with certainly used Bill to restore my
. privilege of sharing the Gospel With ¢4, that there are honest, loving
was not allowed to contact me until | fore h ; ' '
im before he passed away. I did o655, Godearing men, being

| was 18. By then, | could have get the opportunity! After saying _
opened that store that used to be continued on page 7



Till | Hesydammy Stout

| praise my God Till 1 heardé
For all He has done His command
Penetrating the darkness Releasing me to release to Him
Of my soul ALL the distortion
Calling my name Looking instead into His mirror
oTammy. 6 His Vision of me
Whole in God alone
Till | heardé Cradled by His Spirit Praise be to
Looked from my mirror Made right by Chri st God,Whohas i ce
Of funhouse visage 0Tammy, ABANDON ALL T not rejected
Of my vision of me
my prayer
Distorted, stretched, wrong Ti |1 | hear dé
oTammy. o6 Naught but Him or withheld
Turned to His embrace His love from
Ti |l I hear dé His love etched on my heart mel
First with repetition His voice becoming my thoughts
Time after time, again and again His Spirités power cour Psalm66:200ugh
Causing me to see, in my mirror My life yielded to Him
His reflection there oTammy, | CLAI'M YOU. o6
Where He always was
oTammy, Tammy, Tammy?é Till 1 heardé
His proclamation of love
Ti || I heardé In all its glorious free abundance
The depth of His Willingly given
Compassionate understanding That | who am no one
Of all | suffered Might live here, now, serving Him
Hi s ol WAS THERES® Then, forever with Him
Coursing through my soul oTammy, | WENT TO THE CROSS FOR YOU. ¢
The thrill of the truth of it
oTammy, YOU WERE NEVER ALONE. O6Ti |l | heardé
Ti 1 I sawé
Till |1 wunderstoodé
Till 1 embracedé
THE TRUTH

Being in His presence
Is all that matters
He is my greatest, only needed blessing
oTammy, | AM WAI TI NG ALWAYS.

O



continued from Scheidt

used for His purpose and for His
glory! | have been so thankful for
my Bill. | have had my younger
years restored to me at least 160
fold! Every time Bill has been in-
volved in our gi
and kind manner,
blessed. | now say that | am a

Today, | know that all 3 dads in my life has been redeemed, and all has

life love/loved me, whether they been healed and forgiven, I 6m f
know/knew how to show it or not.  from it all. It is time to start sharing

Where weretheir role models? At that freedom and love with impor-

least one had a Christian mom (my tant people like our dads and

mlosn® sl icwue s einn - & u gudsaveddadiesl oneso My mother

the @éne who bbelieve prayed for was saved on a Motherds Day! |t
me to become a Christian before ~ my prayer that my dad (and his

0spoil ed chil d o fshe@asstd avayp, but withoyt ofwi f e) , and my momds husband wil

taking all of this for granted at
times, but always coming back to
the realization my past brings. As
for the melting ice, may God bring
all the unsaved fathers we have
been praying for to their knees in
humble submission to our Ultimate,
Supreme, Heavenly Father. The
goal for our relationships with non-
believers, whether they are family
or not, is to see them come to
Christ and be reconciled to God.

For
women
15to 70

Each session includes:

Godo6s power i n t lasoshesaved Wihasan honor and

personal ly, they priegeitlwauls be.towitriesa t h e

first Christian in my immediate this! My prayer is that wedll a
family! 1 &dm the dmei wlyodn GCopdlsl deafven. My trus

loving as Christ does, and bringing in Him.Now to him who &ble to do

l'ife into these dmangasuwablymovedhan all wefaskornt h e
one responsi bl e finagineadoming tonhg po@er thét s

love with them, and for praying for at work within us, to him be glory in

them. Brothers and sisters in the church and in Christ Jésusigh-
Christ, for so many years | felt out all generatigrfer ever and ever!

wronged and hurt AmdnEfhesiarts 3E.n me
until now to see that, because my

Totally Fit vite ol rende!

A 12 week Health and Weight Los
Program for Spirit, Soul and Body

When: Tuesdays, 610015 pm @ WAI
Intro:  January Y9ome see if this is for you,

ePrayer & Scripture Verse Cost:  $60.00
eFat Loss Fadtow to enjoy ) . )
a healthy lifestyle & keep ~ Led by: Carol Darlington, a certified group fitness

the weight off

instructor & a certified personal trainer

Featured Faodnhat 7O eat : : :
',ame,man what NOT to eat R€DISterSign up on the bulletin board

eFun Workdutardio &

functional strength training

for all fitness levels

o\Weekly Optional Weigh Ins
measure your progress

privately

(You may attend the introduction session before committing to
the full 12 weeks)

Join other ladies as we look to the Lord who empaéwers
to overcome our flesh and enjoy health and fitness that
will last a lifetime!
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\)\ / ‘ LOVE GOD RADICALLY, HEAL SPIRITUALLY, FOLLOW CHRIST FULLY

Washington Avenue Bible Church

|
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I Womenés Minist ry
I 149 Washington Ave.

| Ephrata, PA 17522

I Phone: 7177336538

I Emaik wabc@wabchurch.com
I Web: www.wabchurch.com

|
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|

To create an arena where the women of
WABC can gather for mutual fellowship,

encouragement, building up and study of
the Word; to give them a place to use

their gifts and minster to others.
\
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